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could take the advantage of his tenant in so unhandsome a
manner, or that the shortness of the life was in the least his
consideration; though I have heard the same worthy prelate
aspersed and maligned since, upon this very account.

The term being so near, the alarm among the lawyers
was inexpressible, though some of them, I was told, were
so vain as to promise themselves some advantage in making
their defence, by being versed in the practice of our earthly
courts. It is said, too, that some of the chief pleaders were
heard to express great satisfaction, that there had been but
few state trials of late years. Several attorneys demanded
the return of fees that had been given the lawyers; but it
was answered, the fee was undoubtedly charged to their
client, and that they could not connive at such injustice, as
to suffer it to be sunk in the attorneys' pockets. Our sage
and learned judges had great consolation, insomuch as they
had not pleaded at the bar for several years; the barristers
rejoiced in that they were not attorneys, and the attorneys
felt no less satisfaction, that they were not pettifoggers,
scriveners, and other meaner officers of the law.

As to the army, far be it from me to conceal the truth.
Every soldier's behaviour was as undismayed, and undaunted,
as if nothing was to happen; I impute not this to their
want of faith, but to their martial disposition j though I
cannot help thinking they commonly accompany their com-
mands with more oaths than are requisite, of which there
was no remarkable diminution this morning on the parade
in St James's Park. But possibly it was by choice, and on
consideration, that they continued this way of expression,
not to intimidate the common soldiers, or give occasion to
suspect, that even the fear of damnation could make any
impression upon their superior officers. A duel was fought
the same morning between two colonels, not occasioned (as
was reported) because the one was put over the other's
head; that being a point, which might, at such a juncture,
have been accommodated by the mediation of friends; but
as this was upon the account of a lady, it was judged it
could not be put off at this time, above all others, but
demanded immediate satisfaction. I am apt to believe,
that a young officer, who desired his surgeon to defer putting
him into a salivation till Saturday, might make this request